
 
 

CELEBRATION AND THANKSGIVING MASS  

FOR THE LIFE OF 

 

Rev Father  

James Michael Thomson 
Born September 12, 1978 

Entered Eternal Life December 11, 2024  



 

 
 

Funeral Mass celebrated in the  

Cathedral Church of St Francis Xavier, 

Adelaide, on Monday December 23, 2024. 

 

Main Celebrant 

Archbishop Patrick O’Regan 

 

Concelebrants 

Clergy of the Adelaide Archdiocese 

 

Master of Ceremonies 

Rev Fr Michael Romeo 

 

Organist 

James Lloyd 

 

Pallbearers 

Rev Fr Dean Marin VG 

Rev Fr Michael Kyumu 

Rev Fr Peter Zwaans 

Rev Fr Anthony Beltrame 

Rev Fr Pat Lopresti 

Rev Fr Olek Stirrat 
  



Introductory Rites 
 

Greeting and Welcome      

 

Sprinkling with the Waters of Baptism 

 

Placement of Baptismal Pall          Jasmine and Michael Thomson  

and Hannah and Philip Gorvin 

 

Entrance Procession 

 

Processional Hymn   Be Still, for the Presence of the Lord (Evans) 

 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here; 

come bow before him now with reverence and fear 

in him no sin is found; we stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here. 

 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned: 

how awesome is the sight, our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place: 

he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 

No work too hard for him. In faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

 

Placement of Symbols  

  

 Christian Symbols 

Chalice    placed by Fr Shibu Jacobs 

Stole    placed by Fr Prathap Katta 

Breviary    placed by Sr Ruth Egar 

 

Family Symbols   placed before Mass 

Ordination Family Photo  

Niece’s Artwork  

Family Letters for James 

 

Collect 

 

  



Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading    Isaiah 40:25-31        Mary Bugeja 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

 

‘To whom could you liken me  

and who could be my equal?’ 

says the Holy One.  

 

Lift your eyes and look.  

Who made these stars  

if not he who drills them like an army,  

calling each one by name?  

So mighty is his power, so great his strength,  

that not one fails to answer. 

 

How can you say, Jacob,  

how can you insist, Israel,  

‘My destiny is hidden from the Lord,  

my rights are ignored by my God’? 

Did you not know? Had you not heard? 

 

The Lord is an everlasting God, 

he created the boundaries of the earth. 

He does not grow tired or weary,  

his understanding is beyond fathoming. 

He gives strength to the wearied, 

he strengthens the powerless. 

 

Young men may grow tired and weary, 

youths may stumble, 

but those who hope in the Lord renew their strength, 

they put out wings like eagles. 

They run and do not grow weary, 

walk and never tire. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 102 
 

Response  O bless the Lord, my soul. 
 

Cantor   My soul, give thanks to the Lord,  

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings.    Response  
 

Cantor   It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion.   Response  
 

Cantor   The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults.    Response  

 
Gospel Acclamation   Isaiah 33:22  
 

Cantor  Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

All (Sung) Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Cantor  The Lord is coming to save his people: 

  happy are those prepared to meet him. 
 

All (Sung) Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 
Gospel Reading    Matthew 11:28-30          Deacon Tim Grauel 
 

The Lord be with you. 

All   And with your spirit. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus exclaimed, 

 Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened,  

and I will give you rest.  

Shoulder my yoke and learn from me,  

for I am gentle and humble in heart,  

and you will find rest for your souls.  

Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

All   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.    

 
Homily            Archbishop Patrick O’Regan 



Universal Prayer           
 

Archbishop Let us in faith call upon God the almighty Father,  

who raised Christ his Son from the dead, 

as we pray for the salvation of the living and the dead.  
 

   Peter Zwaans, Senior 

 

For James who, in baptism, was given the pledge of eternal life,  

that he now be admitted to the company of the saints.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

For James who ate the body of Christ, the bread of life,  

that he may be raised up on the last day. Lord, hear us.  

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

James was diligent and passionate at his studies, working at unusual times 

through the Covid epidemic; may he now find fulfilment  

as he comes into the presence of the loving Father,  

whose dim reflection he perceived in his studies.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

James was devoted to the maintenance and restoration of his car;  

we pray our loving Saviour maintains and restores our Church  

by sending more vocations to the priesthood and to religious life.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

James loved his family, and was proud and supportive of them;  

be with his parents, Jasmine and Michael, his sisters and brothers-in-law,  

Olivia and Charlie, Hannah and Philip, his nieces and nephews,  

Noah, Oliver, Ava and Poppy, as they mourn his passing.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for all deceased members of James’ family: his grandparents,  

Phylis and Victor, Lloyd and Honor; and his uncle, Darryl.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

James studied for the priesthood at St John XXIII National Seminary in Boston; 

we pray for the priests, staff and students, that they be consoled at his passing 

and fortified in their calling to sustain priestly vocations.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 



For all of us assembled here to worship in faith,  

that we may be gathered again in God’s kingdom.  

Lord, hear us. 

Response  Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Archbishop May the prayer of those who cry to you benefit the souls of your servants, 

O Lord: free them, we pray, from all their sins  

and make them sharers in your redemption.  

Through Christ our Lord.  
 

All   Amen. 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Procession of the Gifts          Michael Thomson and Vera Gorvin 

 

Offertory Hymn    Ave Maria (Schubert) 

 

Preparation of the Gifts 
 

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours  

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
 

All  May the Lord accept this sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 

glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his holy Church. 

 

Preface 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

All   And with your spirit. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 

All   We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

All   It is right and just. 

 

All (Sung)  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.  

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Memorial Acclamation  
 

The mystery of faith. 
 

All (Sung) We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 

 



Great Amen 
 

Through him, with him, in him, O God, almighty Father,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours,  

for ever and ever. 
 

All (Sung) Amen. 
 

Communion Rite 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day.   

In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety 

as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

All   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. 

 

The Sign of Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

All   And with your spirit. 
 

Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

 

Fraction Rite  
 

All (Sung) Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

All   Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

 

 



Communion Hymns   Soul of My Saviour (Maher) 

 

Soul of my saviour, sanctify my breast; 

body of Christ, be thou my saving guest; 

blood of my saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 

wash me with water flowing from thy side. 

 

Strength and protection may thy passion be; 

O blessed Jesus, hear and answer me; 

deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 

so shall I never, never part from thee. 

 

Guard and defend me from the foe malign; 

in death’s dread moments make me only thine; 

call me, and bid me come to thee on high, 

when I may praise thee with thy saints for aye. 

 

 

As Gentle As Silence (White) 

 

Oh, the love of my Lord is the essence, 

of all that I love here on earth, 

all the beauty I see, he has given to me, 

and his giving is gentle as silence. 

 

Every day, every hour, every moment, 

have been blessed by the strength of God’s love, 

at the turn of each tide, he is there at my side, 

and his touch is as gentle as silence. 

 

There've been times when I've turned from his presence, 

and I've walked other paths, other ways, 

but I've called on his name, in the dark of my shame, 

and his mercy was gentle as silence. 

 

Prayer After Communion  
 

Final Commendation 
 

Words of Remembrance             Fr Peter Zwaans 

 

Invitation to Prayer 

 

 

 



Song of Farewell  
 

Cantor Saints of God, come to his aid! Come to meet him angels of the Lord! 

All (Sung)  Receive his soul and present him to the God the Most High. 
 

Cantor May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; 

May angels lead you to Abraham’s side. 

All (Sung)  Receive his soul and present him to the God the Most High. 
 

Cantor  Give him eternal rest, O Lord, and may your light shine on him forever. 

All (Sung)  Receive his soul and present him to the God the Most High. 

 

Prayer of Commendation 

 

Procession to the Place of Committal 

 

Recessional Hymn   Here I Am, Lord (Schutte) 
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?   
 

Refrain  Here I am, Lord; is it I, Lord?  

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone, 

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?   Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them, my hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide ‘til their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?   Refrain 

 
Fr James’ Committal Service will take place 

 in the Catholic K Section of Centennial Park Cemetery, 

760 Goodwood Road, Pasadena. 

You are welcome to join his family for the Committal Service. 

 

For those not able to attend the Committal Service, 

 you are invited to pay your last respects to Fr James  

with rose petal tributes before the hearse departs.  



Rite of Committal 
 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

Scripture     Matthew 25:34 
 

Prayer over the Place of Committal 
 

Committal 
 

Intercessions             
 

Response  Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Concluding Prayer 
 

Prayer over the People 
 

Deacon  Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 
 

Archbishop Merciful Lord, you know the anguish of the sorrowful, 

   you are attentive to the prayers of the humble. 

   Hear your people who cry out to you in their need, 

   and strengthen their hope in your lasting goodness. 

   We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

All   Amen. 
 

Archbishop Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 
 

All   And let perpetual light shine upon him. 
 

Archbishop May he rest in peace. 
 

All   Amen. 
 

Archbishop May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 

   through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

All   Amen. 
 

Archbishop May the peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge  

and love of God and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

All   Amen. 
 

Archbishop May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

All    Amen. 
 

Archbishop Go in the peace of Christ. 
 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

 
James’ Ordination, May 27, 2023 

 

 

Salve Regína, mater misericórdiae: 

Víta, dulcédo, et spes nóstra, sálve. 

Ad te clamámus, éxsules, fílii Hévae. 

Ad te suspirámus, geméntes et fléntes 

in hac lacrimárum válle. 

 

Eia ergo, Advocáta nóstra, 

illos túos misericórdes óculos ad nos convérte. 

Et Jésum, benedíctum frúctum véntris túi, 

nóbis post hoc exsílium osténde. 

O clémens, O pía, O dúlcis Virgo María. 
 

 

 

 

 
The music and words appearing in this order of service are licensed to the 

Australian Funeral Directors’ Association by OneMusic, ARIA and the Copyright Agency. 


