




    
  

   Maryellen Thomas rsj 
  

  

Fr Maurice: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

    

All:   And with your spirit. 
  

Fr Maurice: In the waters of baptism Judith died with Christ and rose 
with him to new life. May she now share with him in glory.  

  

Sprinkling of the coffin 
  

Fr Maurice: Gathered with this faith community, Judith was nourished 
at the table of God’s Word and the table of the Eucharist. 
We have been graced by her faith and love as she faithfully 
lived her Baptismal Promises. 

  

Judith’s body is accompanied into the Chapel by the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
  

  
Gathering Song                    How Great Thou Art 

© Stuart Kine 
 

O Lord my God ! When I in awesome wonder. Consider all the works thy 
hands have made. I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder. Thy pow’r 
throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander and hear the birds sing 
sweetly in the trees; When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and 
hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. Refrain 
 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can 
take it in; That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, He bled and died to 
take away my sin. Refrain 
 

When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation, and take me home, what 
joy shall fill my heart!  Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there 
proclaim, my God, how great thou art! Refrain 



    
  

Fr Maurice: In Baptism, Judith received the light of Christ. This light has 
guided Judith throughout her life and rises with her to new 
life. She now enjoys eternal life with the risen Christ.  

  
     

  

Fr Maurice: The white coffin represents our Baptismal commitment. 
Judith was called by Christ and clothed in a garment of 
white. May Christ gently enfold her in love and receive her 
into the embrace of God. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Angela Mahar rsj 
Allison Murnane 

 
  

  Hosea 2: 14-15   
 

A reading from the Prophet Hosea. 
 

Therefore, I will now persuade her, and bring her into the wilderness, and 
speak tenderly to her. From there I will give her her vineyards, and make the 
Valley of Achor a door of hope. There she shall respond as in the days of her 
youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 
 

The Word of the God. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 



Do Not Be Afraid  
© Christopher Willcock 

 

Refrain:  Do not be afraid, I am with you; 
I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have called you by your name, you are mine 

 

The Lord is my light and my help, whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life, before whom shall I shrink? Refrain 
 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long; 
To live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. Refrain 
 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm, and take heart, hope in the Lord. Refrain 
 
 

  

Sing:  Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Spoken: I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 
Sing:  Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
  

  John 14:1-3        
 

A reading from the holy gospel of according to John. 
 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I not 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. 
 

The Gospel of our God. 
All:  Praise to you, Jesus Christ. 
  
  

 Fr Maurice Shinnick 
  
 



Chris McArthur rsj  & Liz Morris rsj
   

Fr Maurice: God of life and love, we have gathered here in faith to 
celebrate the life of Judith. We turn to You and place our 
petitions before You. 

 

1. We pray for all leaders both in the Church and Civic Life. May they lead 
with humility, integrity and compassion. We pray especially for the 
leaders of the Congregation. Loving God hear us. 
 

All:  Loving God, hear our prayer. 
  

2. Judith spent much of her life in the field of music education. Our hearts 
are drawn to You through the beauty of music. Bless all composers, 
musicians and performers, who enable us to experience the enjoyment 
that music brings. Loving God hear us. 
All:  Loving God, hear our prayer. 

  

3. We give thanks for the special gift that Judith shared in her 
relationships with those she encountered in her life’s journey. She 
exuded interest and a zest for life. Loving God, hear us. 

 

All:  Loving God, hear our prayer. 
  

4. We pray for Judith’s family and friends as they grieve her death.  We 
remember especially Vincent, Patricia and Barry and all extended  
family members. We remember  Judith’s family in Germany, who are 
with us online.  
Loving God, hear us. 
 

All:  Loving God, hear our prayer. 
  

5. We  give thanks for all those who supported and cared for Judith 
throughout her life. We give thanks for our nurses, the staff at 
Kensington and Calvary Flora, who accompanied her, especially in her 
final years. Loving God, hear us 

 

All:  Loving God, hear our prayer. 
  

6. We know that Judith is reunited with her family, who have gone before 
her - her parents Charlie and Annie, her deceased brothers and sisters 
and members of her profession group. May all we know and love rest in 
peace. Loving God, hear us. 
 

All:  Loving God, hear our prayer. 
  

Fr Maurice:  We make these prayers, loving God, both spoken and 
unspoken. We are confident that You hear us through Christ 
our Lord. 

  

All: Amen. 



 
  

                Reflective Music 
  

  
  Spoken 

  
  Spoken  

  

All: We proclaim your death, O Lord 
 And profess your Resurrection 
 Until you come again.  
  

  
  Spoken 

  

  
   Spoken  

 
             As Gentle as Silence  

© Estelle White 
 

Oh, the love of my Lord is the essence 
of all that I love here on earth. 

All the beauty I see, He has given to me, 
and his giving is gentle as silence. 

 

Every day, every hour, every moment, 
have been blessed by the strength of His love. 
At the turn of each tide, He is there at my side, 

and his touch is as gentle as silence. 
 

There’ve been times when I’ve turned from his presence, 
and I’ve walked other paths, other ways, 

but I’ve called on his name, in the dark of my shame 
And his mercy was gentle as silence. 

 
 
 



Prayer of St Francis 
© Sebastian Temple  

 

Make me a channel of your peace;  
Where there is hatred let me bring your love.  

Where there is injury, your pardon Lord,  
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.  

 

Make me a channel of your peace;  
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.  

Where there is darkness, only light  
And where there’s sadness, ever joy.  

 

Oh master, grant that I may never seek  
so much to be consoled as to console,  
To be understood, as to understand.  

To be loved, as to love, with all my soul.  
 

Make me a channel of your peace.  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.  

In giving of ourselves that we receive,  
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life 

  

   
  

 
  



  
Fr Maurice: I now invite Susan Pollard rsj to come forward, to lead the 

Commendation Rite. 
  

Susan:  As Judith’s coffin is sprinkled and petals are placed, we are all 
invited to extend a hand over the coffin and pray the following 
Blessing: 

  

All:  Judith, may the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back 
May the sun shine warm upon your face 
May the rains fall softly upon your fields. 

  

May joy and peace surround you 
Contentment latch your door 
and happiness be with you now 
and bless you ever more. 

  

And, until we meet again 
you are held in the palm of God’s hand. 

  

An Irish Blessing,  from Ancient Celtic Times 

 
Susan:  God of our life, You invited Judith to walk the journey of life and 

for a large part of it, the Josephite journey. We thank you for the 
gift she has been to each of us and for calling her now into Your 
abundant and hospitable heart, to be in the company of St Joseph, 
St Mary MacKillop, Julian Tenison Woods, all the Josephite 
Sisters and her family and friends, who have gone before her.  
We ask this through Jesus, our Way and the Spirit of Comfort. 

  

All: Amen 
  
  

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



Love Changes Everything 
© Andrew Lloyd Webber 

  

Love, love changes everything,  hands and faces, earth and sky.  
Love, love changes everything,  how we live and how we die.  
Love can make the summer fly, or a night seem like a lifetime.  

Yes love, love changes everything, how I tremble at your name.  
Nothing in the world will ever be the same.  

  

Love, love changes everything, days are longer, words mean more.  
Love, love changes everything, pain is deeper than before.  

Love can turn your world around and that world will last forever.  
Yes love, love changes everything, brings you glory, brings you shame.  

Nothing in the world will ever be the same.  
  

Off into the world we go, planning futures, shaping years.  
Love bursts in and suddenly all our wisdom disappears.  

Love makes fools of everyone, all the rules we make are broken.  
Yes love, love changes everything, live to perish in its flame.  

Love will never, never, let you be the same.  
  

Love will never, never,  
let you be the same.  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


